You are going to read an article (adapted) from www.bbc.co.uk entitled:

Kazakhstan’s women see familiar limits 

Which of these sentences do you think will be the best summary of the article? Give reasons for your decision.

· Kazakh women have found that nothing ever changes

· Many Kazakh women have eyesight problems

· Kazakh women are finding that they can only go so far in the male dominated world of work and public life

· Kazakh women are not allowed to break the speed limit

· Kazakh women cannot do any jobs usually done by men

Now using your knowledge of this situation, predict some of the content of the article. What do you think it will say?
Which of these things are likely to be mentioned, and in what context?

· Feminism

· Equal pay

· Government

· Deputy leaders

· Association of Kazakh Businesswomen
Nomads

	Kazakhstan’s women see familiar limits 

	By Robert Greenall 
BBC News, Almaty 
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Kazakhstan’s women enjoy more economic and social freedom

For a country in a region where feminism is still seen as a Western thing, Kazakhstan is positively teeming with successful, independent and enterprising women. 
The biggest city, Almaty, is awash with fashionable clothes shops. Beauty salons are on virtually every corner, and many bars and clubs have a predominantly female clientele. 

Those in power are also anxious to promote the role of women, as part of what they see as an enlightened society in Kazakhstan. 

A pro-government international advertising campaign - ahead of Sunday's presidential elections - points to the successful career of President Nursultan Nazarbayev's daughter and possible successor Dariga, and the presence of four female ministers in the cabinet. 
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WOMEN IN KAZAKH POLITICS 

Hold 11% of posts in central executive

Hold one in 10 seats in national parliament

17% of local councillors are women

But despite the outward signs of progress, some analysts say there are limits to how far women are allowed to go. 

None of Kazakhstan's mayors are women, nor any of the five candidates for the presidency. Women tend to be deputy leaders rather than leaders. Women's groups say this suggests a lack of trust in women. 

"Men are not letting women into power," according to Raushan Sarsembayeva, head of the Association of Kazakh Businesswomen. 
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Women had to do business out of necessity, in order to survive and live decently [image: image7.png]




Raushan Sarsembayeva

Recently, several women's groups led by the Feminist League took the unusual step of "gender profiling" the election candidates. 

The results were not encouraging. All five were accused of "extreme chauvinism characteristic of a patriarchal world view". Their language was said to contain too many aggressive words, such as "tough" and "crackdown". 

Women are more in evidence in business than politics. Their success is put down to the Kazakh nomadic tradition - for centuries women had to fend for themselves and their families as they travelled across the steppe. 

And though most Kazakhs have long since ceased to wander, the collapse of the Soviet Union - and Kazakhstan's independence in 1991 – has reminded people of the need for survival. 

"Women had to do business out of necessity, in order to survive and live decently," Ms Sarsembayeva said. 

Helped by favourable economic conditions, many started out in small and medium-sized businesses, though few have risen to the very top. 
	
	


Which summary is therefore the best? How can you explain this? Were you right the first time?

What do you think of this article, written by a British journalist who probably doesn’t live here (I don’t know for sure)? Do you think it is an accurate reflection of the situation? What would you say is untrue, if anything?

Now match the highlighted words to a definition:

	
	On the surface

	
	Take care or oneself, protect o.s from danger

	
	Full, packed with life

	
	Positive, proactive and full of ideas

	
	Somebody who follows in an official role

	
	Stopped a long time ago

	
	Covered in

	
	People who frequent bars and cafes

	
	Strong masculine prejudice against women


Now answer these questions:

1. What is the general attitude to feminism in Kazakhstan?
2. Do only women go to cafes?
3. Who was very keen to show that women are successful here?
4. Why are women generally only deputy leaders, according to the text?
5. How did they find out about the election candidates’ attitudes to women?
6. What did they learn?

7. How were women able to start off in business?
Adapted from www.bbc.co.uk


